
A QUICK, free HIV test with 
results available within 20 
minutes is to be trialled. 

The Victorian Government 
trial will begin in coming 
months and be the first of its 
type in Australia. 

Victorian Health Minister 
David Davis said: "Early testing 
means early detection and 
early treatment. 

"Early treatment is better for 
the patient, but it's also better 
at a public health level." 

The Queensland 
Government is looking at rapid 
HIV testing but has made no 
decision. 

KYLIE Minogue has split with 
her longtime manager Terry 
Blarney. 

But British reports that the 
parting meant Minogue was 
retiring from music have been 
dismissed. Blamey, who has 
managed Minogue's career 
since the release of Locomotion 
in 1987, officially ended his 
partnership with the star on 
New Year's Eve. 

Sources say Minogue (pic
tured) made the decision in 
September, with the pair work
ing together amicably until the 
end of the celebrations of her 
25th anniversary in music. 

"Kylie has decided to pull 
back slightly from the pres
sures of her career and devote 
more time to herself and her 
acting career," Blamey said. 
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THERE are concerns the 
number of wild horses on the 
Sunshine Coast could become 
unmanageable. 

Estimates have numbered 
the brumbies in state forests at 
more than 1000. 

The animals put motorists 
and themselves at risk when 
they venture close to roads. 
About five wild horses have 
been killed in the past year 
after being hit by a car. 

The brumby population is 
spread out across the Sunshine 
Coast. They have been sighted 
on the Noosa hinterland within 
the Tuan and Toolara State 

Forests and located between 
Gympie, Maryborough, Tin 
Can Bay and Rainbow Beach. 

Ecologist Dr Dave Berman is 
employed by Forestry 

Plantations Queensland to 
i remove the brumbies from 
; near major roads so they can be 
; re-homed. 

"There are quicker ways to 
reduce population sizes but 

; often unacceptable to the 
public and this is the best way 
in the long run," he said. 

"There's going to have to be 
more work in the future to 
maintain the population at an 
acceptable level." 

About 70 brumbies have 
: been "re-homed" so far but the 
] population is growing by about , 
; 15 per cent every year. 
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