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BRUMBY lovers have urged the 
Environment department to trap 
wild horses in the Great Sandy 
National Park north of Noosa 
before they cause a road fatality. 

They said the estimated 700 
brumbies in the area - which 
included Tuan and Toolara state 
forests and the Cooloola section of 
the park - often grazed along roads 
and caused accidents. 

South East Queensland Brumby 
Association spokesman Terry 
Wilson said there were four acci
dents in just one week last year. 

"I'm not sure of the number of 
accidents but it happens pretty 
often," Mr Wilson said. "There's 
been no human fatalities so far but 
it's only going to get worse." 

An Environment department 
ROADSIDE 
GRAZERS: 

Some brumbies 
have found 

new lives as 
domestic pets 
(main picture), 

while others 
are presenting 

a growing 
roadside 

problem (right). 

spokesman said there was no 
evidence of horses causing environ
mental harm, which would warrant 
a pest management program. 

The Queensland Parks and 
Wildlife Service said it would 
contribute to a co-operative project 
with landholders in areas not 
managed by QPWS. 

The department also had no 
plans for ftjrther culls in Carnarvon 
National Park, in central Queens
land, where 6600 of an estimated 
12,000 brumbies have been shot. 

Queensland Forestry Services 
has started trapping the Eraser 
Coast wild horses, with about 30 
caught so far, and plans to increase 
the take. 

Exotic plantations general man
ager David Sayer said the brumbies 
were a road hazard. 

The plantations covered about 
100,000ha but there were large 

areas of adjoining national park 
and Defence Department land 
nearby. 

"Of course the brumbies don't 
respect boundaries and we've be
come concerned about the number 
of accidents," Mr Sayer said. 

"A contractor has been engaged 
on a three-year contract. 

"We're targeting areas close to 
main roads. We hope to do work 
with regional councils and 
major land managers, to take a 
co-operative approach. 

"It's no point us catching 
them while they are building 
up in other areas." 

Mr Wilson said the 
horses grazed beside 
busy roads in an area 
between Gympie, Mary
borough, Tin Can Bay and 
Rainbow Beach and had to 
be removed. 

Trapped horses were 
delivered to brumby associ
ation members, who found 
homes for them. 

It's thought the horses were 
used in the logging industry 
before World War II as they 
showed some Clydesdale blood. 
Others had simply been released 
by owners who no longer 
wanted them. 

"They aren't a native animal but 
a lot of people like to see them 
roaming around," Mr Wilson said. 


